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Children are naturally) curious abot the warid aramid them, ad what better wav 
to learn about i£ than by exploring together? With NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 
KIDS CO-READERS, vou and your child share the learnings experience. As vou 
read one page, and your child the next, vou budd mot onb ideas, bur also your child! 
confidence im wadınar. 


By reading: together, vou can help your child become a successful reader Try them 
helpful steps: 

L. Àz you read with your child, be sure to paint out the bolded words Discuss how 
the words relare to each other and to the topic of the chapter. Loire your child to 
define the word, and help clarify the meanang as needed. As you read the YOL 
READ page, point to the bold ward when you read it aloud. As your child mat the 
|I REAL page, encourage him or her to point ta the bold word, too 


a. Help your child dente and read difficult work by modehng how to sound them 
eut. before reading, point out the difficult word on the YOU READ page. Invite 
voir child tn point cut the same word! on the I READ page. Then read the word 
together. Previewing the word can help your child read the I READ page fluentiv 
withemm needing an adult to jump in 


+, Read one chapter at a time, Shorter, sustained reading experiences help beginning 
readers feel accormplished and encourage a desire to read. morc. 


To sustaan chiklrens cxcitemont about ,ساسا هط‎ we have created a special prowram 

T tim chiki t tal luz. ted a sg piu 
called NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC KIDS SUPER READERS. ^s kids 

read cach National Geographic Kids Reader, they cross off its picture on a free 
National Geographic Kick Super Readers poster that parents can download from 
kids nanonalgeographic. com /superreaders Dhroughbout the proces, kids and 
parents go to the website and download specially designated prizes that reward 
their effort. Kids can have even more reading fun online, with lively book 


related 31۲۷۱۲۳۹ scale excel pts amd ak pres eus ol uec ۹ ۳ ik: 


The National Geographic Kids Super Readers program appeals to kids love of 
accomplishment while providing them with incentives to keep reading. When the 
reading experience is bun, children kam more and achieve more Whar could be 


better than thar? 
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Reading together is fun! When older and younger readers 
share the experience, it opens the door to new learning. 
As you read together, talk about what you learn. 






This side 
is Tor Ehe 


This side is for 
a parent, older 
sibling, or older 
۴۲۱۵۱۱۵۰ Geläre read- 
ing each page, take 
a lock at the words 
and pictures. Talk 
about what you see 
Point aut words that 
might be hard Tor 
the younger reader. 


younger 
reader, 
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Chapter 1: Plants Everywhere 
Your Turn! 

Chapter 2: What Is a Plant? 
Your Turn! 

Chapter 3: Plants Grow Up 
Your Turn! 

Chapter 4: Plants and You 


Your Turn! 





, But plants don't only live 
` inthe city. They live 


all around the world. 


į ۱ : | zl 
Look around! There are Let's take a look! 


plants everywhere. In the 
city, they live in flowerpots 
and parks. 5ome plants 


even grow through cracks 


in the sidewalk. ۱۳۵۰ EE 
ی‎ is RM 
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This orchid (OR-kid) 
lives in the rain forest, 
too. It does not need 
much light. It grows in 
the kapok tree's shade. 














The desert is a tough 
place for plants to grow. 


It is too dry for most 
plants to live there. But 
some cacti can live two 
years without any water. 
They have special parts 
to keep them cool 


and wet. 
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y Spiky needles shade cacti 
^7 from the sun. Waxy skin 
keeps water inside. 


Life in the desert is easy 
for cacti! Like all plants, 

they have special ways to 
live in their home. 
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These plants are out of place. 
Help them find their homes! Use 
vour finger to draw a line from 
each plant to the place it lives. 
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Plants can't go to the store and buv 

a sandwich. Instead, they make their 
own food from sunlight, water, air, and 
nutrients. They have special body parts 
to help them gather these ingredients. 





Leaves gather sunlight 
and air. Wider leaves get 
more light. Flat leaves 
gather more light, too. 








roots stem leaves 


Hoots help plants absorb water 
and nutrients. They usually grow 
down into the soll and spread out 
wide. Spreading out helps the 
roots collect more water. It also 
holds plants in place. 


The stem carries water 
from the roots to the 
leaves. It also holds the 
plant up. 





All the parts of a plant work 
together to keep the plant 
healthy. Most plants have similar 
parts, but others are different. 


Trees have big stems called 
trunks. lough bark covers 
their trunks and keeps 


them safe. 


Duckweedismadeof 
lots of tiny plants. 


Duckweed has no stem 
at all. The plants cover 
the water like a big 
blanket. 








Q The Venus flytrap Is a strange 

: plant. It doesn't only get food from 
sunlight, water, and air. It gets 

the extra nutrients it needs from 
bugs! When an insect lands on 


a leaf, the leaf closes shut. The bug 
is trapped! 


The Venus flytrap may be different, 
but it is still a plant. 





" għ a 


= 
A " 








There are all kinds of plants. 
Some have roots that go 
deep underground. Others 
have roots that stav close to 
the surface. Some have big 
leaves, and some have no 
leaves at all. 


There's something strange PARA gi N Bro po 
Sg de 4" p IPIE A: E 0 3 five l 

about this plant. What's | NAS ی‎ 

wrong with ۱۲۶ Do vou think 

it would be able to grow? 

Why or why not? 
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, Notall plants have pods. 
"= Some keep their seeds 
in fruits. Many fruits 
have seeds on the inside. 
Strawberry seeds are on 
the outside. 





` Strawberry 


Most plants start their lives as seeds. 
At first, they live inside or on their 
parent plants. Plants keep their seeds 
in different places. Some plants keep 
their seeds in pods, or protective cases. 








Soon, the seeds fall to the ground. 
Now each has its own space. It is 


ready to grow into a plant. 


First, the seed splits open. Then, 
the new plant's roots push down 


into the soiL. 


B, The roots grow long. Thev 
gather water. Ihe plant's 
shoot grows up out of 
the soil. The plant grows 
taller and stronger. 








Many plants will also grow flowers. 
by creating pollen, a powder tha 
travels from one flower to anott 











Flowers attract insects with their 
smells and bright colors. t d 





Pollen sticks to the insects. 
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Bees fly from one flower 
to the next. They leave 


pollen behind. 





Once a plant has new pollen, 

it can create seeds. [hats 

why, without bees and other 
pollinators [POLL-ih-NAY-torz], 
it would be hard for some plants 
to grow. They are an important 


part of plants' life cycles. 


Now the plant loses its 
flowers. New seeds grow, 
and the cycle starts over! 











Plants are all over the world, and 
that's a reallv good thing. Plants 
don't just sit around and look nice. 
They also keep you healthy and make 


people's lives better. 


Fruits and vegetables you buy at the 
store started as plants in a field. 





Fruits and vegetables are 
healthy snacks. You can 
pick them from a field 
and eat them. 






























































Uther plants help us make tastv 
foods that don't look like plants at all. 
Tortillas [tor-TEE-yuhs] are made of 


corn that has been cooked, ground up, 


and flattened. 






































Manv tastv cakes 
are made with wheat. 


Wheat and corn are 
both kinds of grasses. 



























































Plants make up many of the useful 
thinqs we see everv dav. Even some of 
our clothes used to be plants! 


Cotton is the fluffv material that 
surrounds cotton plant seeds. Lots of 
pants and [-shirts are made with cotton. 





Wood is very useful. 
People make toys, chairs 
and tables, and houses 
out of wood. 








Look around! How many 
things can you find that 
are made from plants? 
How many of those things 
do you use every day? 





For my dad —K.M.W. 
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